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Progress and Aspects of Major Wooden Furniture Manufacturers’ Factories and
Production Lines in the Postwar Japan:
Comparison between the Factories and Production Lines of
Kosuga and Tendo Mokko
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Abstract

When housing starts exploded from late 1960s to early 70s, both Kosuga and Tendo
Mokko established their main factories, both of which were based on the idea of “all under
one roof,” where all the chairs, sofas, tables and cabinets were mass-produced in the same
places, and both of them had flexible manufacturing system (FMS). They also established
their branch factories abroad to support intermediary trade. They went into auto parts in-
dustry as well. Their production lines featured coexistence of advanced machinery and
handicraft. Both of them were members of Japanese Industrial Standards Committee and

set higher standards on their own products than JIS. Kosuga’s main concern was on sea-



soning, adhesives and finish, whereas Tendo Mokko’s main concern was on formed ply-

wood and resin foam.

Keyword: Wooden Furniture, Furuiture Factory, Production Line, Quality Test, JIS, Kosuga,
Tendo Mokko
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