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The Export of Tochiotome to Hong Kong and Consumers’ Consciousness:
from the results of questionnaires in Ichida-Yata, in Hong Kong
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Abstract

About apples grown with three different practices of production, we requested con-
sumers to rate them in terms of colors, sugar-contents and prices and examined the interre-
lationship between their evaluation and personal traits. Those production practices are
called as “Hatorazu,” “Mutai,” and “Yutai” in Japanese. Hatorazu is a labor saving practice
since apples are grown without removing leaves to have more sunshine. Mutai and Yutai
apples are grown with and without using paper bags to cover fruits, respectively. The bag
will give vivid red color on the fruits. Our results show that the sugar content of Hatorazu
apples and the color of Yutai apples are highly rated by sample consumers. Moreover, the
significant relationship between sugar content and price are also observed as to Mutai ap-

ples of Sensyu, Hokuto and Shinano, while the relationship between the color and the sug-



ar content of Yutai apples of Fuji and Mutsu is also significant. Senior or high-income
consumers tend to rated highly color goodness and high sugar content. If the prices of ap-
ples usually purchased and of top-rated apples are differed in the range of 30 yen, consum-
ers will purchase the latter. However, top-rated apples are not purchased in case that the
price difference increases up to the range of 100 yen in general. To contrast, a specific
group of senior or high-income consumers tends to pay much to have apples that they
highly rate. Those results suggest that the production practices have to be chosen accord-
ing to the market targeted so that the apple farmers can achieve good sales.

Keywords: Consumers' Consciousness, the Apples without Taking Leaves, the Apples
without Protecting Bags, the Apples with Protecting Bags, Grade Class.
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