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Progress of Major Wooden Furniture Manufacturers’ Trade in the Postwar Japan:

Progress of Distribution Channels of Domestic, Commercial and Imported Furniture
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Abstract

In the postwar Japan, distribution channels for domestic wooden furniture have been
shortened, but mediators for consumers have been varied. The domestic wooden furniture
has been sold through furniture retailers, department stores and general merchandising
stores, as well as through non-store retailers and others. Distribution channels for commer-
cial wooden furniture have been varied from direct contracts to multi-stage contracts.
Main distributors for imported wooden furniture have been furniture manufacturers and
trade companies. A common distribution strategy among major Japanese wooden furniture
manufacturers was to focus on major cities like Tokyo, Osaka, Sapporo and Fukuoka. Ten-
do Mokko, which focused on commercial furniture, completed its branch network by the

end of 1960s, whereas Kosuga and Karimoku, both of which focused on domestic furni-



ture, completed their branch networks in the mid 70s, as prefabricated houses became pop-

ular and truck distribution system advanced in the decade.
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