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The Export of Tochiotome to Hong Kong and Consumers’ Consciousness:

from the results of questionnaires in Ichida-Yata, in Hong Kong
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Abstract

This paper dealt with the export of Tochiotome strawberries to Hong Kong and con-
sumers’ consciousness. According to the questionnaires in Ichida-Yata, a supermarket in
Hong Kong, about 80 percent of the respondents have bought Japanese strawberries be-
fore. They provided more positive evaluations to Japanese strawberries than those pro-
duced by other countries. The result of the questionnaires also indicated that the respon-
dents who has not bought Japanese strawberries before tended to give more positive
evaluations to the strawberries than those who has bought them before. Therefore, this pa-
per suggests that the former group should be given more opportunities to buy Japanese

strawberries. Before the questionnaires, the people in Hong Kong had an image that Japa-



nese strawberries are relatively large in size. However, the result of the questionnaires
showed that they do not necessarily prefer larger strawberries. Therefore, the small and
middle-sized strawberries should also be considered to be exported to Hong Kong from
Japan.

Furthermore, according to the questionnaires in Ichida-Yata, the respondents with rel-
atively small households tended to value freshness of strawberries. Older respondents
tended to value the safety of strawberries. Respondents with high incomes tended to value
safety as well as organic products. In other words, the respondents with middle- and high
incomes, who are the main buyers of Japanese strawberries, require safety and trust in the
products. This will be an indispensable point to be improved in exporting Tochiotome to
Hong Kong. On the whole, a long-term exporting scheme should be expected in order to
meet the demand of a wealthy group and to distinguish Japanese strawberries from other

foreign products in Hong Kong.
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