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An Evaluation of Domestic Consumers for Domestic Apples:at the background of
the production trend of the internationally famous brands
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Abstract

This paper deals with the production trend of the internationally famous brands of ap-
ples and examines how such apples are evaluated and selected by domestic consumers.

As a result, while a number of varieties of apples have been open in the Japanese
market, their introduction to our market has not been encouraged by Fuji’s high competi-
tiveness. And it was women aged over 20, married persons, and knowledgeable persons
who can relatively well recognize the varieties. This paper also indicates that a sugar con-
tent and acidity influence the criteria when purchasing apples. A result of the tasting test
shows that Orin with a high sugar content got a high selection rate and that Mutsu with
high acidity got a low selection rate among respondents. Furthermore, tastes, including a

sugar content and eating touch in particular, were more prioritized criteria than shapes for



purchasing. The above high criteria to tastes was applied by women aged over 20, married
persons, and knowledgeable persons, which was the same as the recognition rate of variet-
ies mentioned above.
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