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Abstract

Discussions on compulsory early childhood education and reduction of the school age were held throughout the
postwar Japan. However, it has not made early childhood education compulsory or lowered the start of compulsory
education from the age of six, and it continues to this day. From the above, it is necessary to clarify why the beginning
of compulsory education in postwar Japan remains unchanged at the age of six. The purpose of this paper is to clarify
the factors that have not realized the compulsory early childhood education and the reduction of the school age, which
have been discussed throughout the postwar period.

In conclusion, it was clarified that the execution and maintenance of compulsory education and "Progressive
Introduction of Free Early Childhood Care and Education" were prioritized over the compulsory early childhood
education and reduction of school age.
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