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Discussing problematic experiences as “Teachers’ Collaboration” :
Focus on “having problems on one’s own”
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Abstract

As teachers' duties and the policies become more complex and multi-layered, what kind of worries do individual
teachers have about the situation surrounding them? In order to answer this question, this paper analyzes narratives
obtained from group interviews, in which teachers discuss issues related to student guidance. Through the analysis, we
can see how the problems that were initially thought to be caused by the teacher's personal qualities and to be dealt with
individually, were reconsidered as problems caused by excessive expectations of the homeroom teachers’ role. In the
process of being incorporated into the "narrative of collaboration," the problematic experience is reconsidered, the
pursuit of responsibility for individual teachers is avoided for the moment, and a direction for resolution is found
through practices that adjust the boundaries of the profession. What is suggested here is "collaboration" in the form of

discussion of problematic experiences.
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