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English Language Learning Strategies of Elementary School Student Teachers:
Examination of Self-Study, Remote Study and Student Motivation
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Abstract

The latest curriculum for Japanese elementary schools was released in April 2020, including expanded foreign
language classes for the third and fourth grade students. Elementary school teachers are expected to have a deeper and
broader knowledge of English. This study looks at the awareness of these requirements amongst university student
studying to be elementary school teaches, and the strategies they have adopted to improve their English skills. Given
the extraordinary circumstances of 2020, the roles that self-study and distance learning had on learning strategies and
motivation was closely examined. It was found that those students who were strongly motivated were more likely to
improve and adopt different and novel strategies, such as reading in English and learning vocabulary not assigned by
the teacher. Unmotivated students were less likely to study beyond the class material, more likely to state a dislike for

English, and less likely to improve.
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