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Abstract

In Chile, Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is said to have been achieved by making health insurance available to
all its people. However, the neoliberal reforms introduced to Chile’s health sector have resulted in a dual national health
insurance system, composed of both public and private health insurance. This dual system has caused service disparities
and contributed to the creation of social classes between those covered by private health insurance, which offers
superior health services, and those covered by public health insurance.

It would be possible to narrow the disparity by upgrading the level of health services offered by the public health
insurance, but this effort would require the mobilization of additional resources. Furthermore, with Chile’s ageing
population on the rise, it would be necessary to avoid the hike in health expenditure resulting from the social

hospitalization and develop a public long-term care system that would not be affected by social class inequities.
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