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Features and Backgrounds of Furniture Drawings of Department Stores
at the End of Showa Prewar Period:
A Comparative Study of Furniture Drawings of Mitsukoshi, Takashimaya and Shirokiya
Department Stores Recorded in “Kindai Kagu Soushoku Shiryou”
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Abstract

At the war time when National General Mobilization Law was in force, drawings of newly exhibited furniture at
Mitsukoshi, Takashimaya and Shirokiya department stores, leading figures at the time, were published in “Kindai Kagu
Soushoku Shiryou” issued by Kouyousha in order to share information of designs and manufacturing techniques of
utility furniture.

There were some common rules among the furniture drawings as follows;
1) Third angle system of orthographic projection was mainly used. Although trihedral figure (three views), which
normally includes a front view, a side view and a plan, was in common, two side view system was also used.
2) Size was described with Shaku-Sun unit, which was an old Japanese unit of length.
3) There were some detailed expressions of designs, such as grain of wood, texture of fabrics, and so on.
4) There were some detailed expressions of structure and functions, such as structure drawings, function drawings, and

part drawings.

Keywords: Mitsukoshi, Takashimaya, Shirokiya, Utility Furniture, Furniture Drawing, Drawing Method
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