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Legitimacy of the Enthronement of Oké-ou and Iitoyo-ou
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Abstract

The story of Oké-ou (Emperor Ninken) and Woké-ou (Emperor Kensou) in Kojiki and Nihon-shoki aim to explain
legitimacy of Oké-ou, who stands in an important position from the history of the emperors. For this purpose, Kojiki
shows the battle of Oké-ou and Woké-ou against their own servant Shibi. This war, and Oké-ou’s announcement to
succeed the crown, together contribute to explain legtimacy of the enthronement of theirs. Involvement with this by
litoyo-ou, their aunt, is described modestly. Although she had been thought to be entitled as a possible successor of the

emperor, the story of her nephews extinguished this entitlement of hers in Kojiki.
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