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Voter education in primary schools for nurturing children living proactively
—based on the experience of teaching “The Return of the Swing”
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Abstract

With the voting age lowered to 18, there is frequent discussion of voter education every time an election draws near.
However, it would seem preferable that pupils begin to acquire from primary school the various capacities required to
make judgments as a voter, as a participant in sovereignty, that would enable them to become contributors to a peaceful
and democratic state. In this paper, therefore, I have undertaken to demonstrate from concrete and practical examples,
how voter education should be handled from a primary school level.

Implementation of voter education is usually handled in high school. Further, regardless of the kind of school, it is
usually carried out in social studies classes. Certainly knowledge and understanding should be acquired in social studies
courses. However, the capacity to make judgments as a person who shares in sovereignty and the capacity to take ac-
tions are rather cultivated in courses on morality and in extra-curricular activities. In this paper, based on the experience
of teaching “The Return of the Swing” (Education Department textbook Our Morality, third and fourth years), I focus
on courses on morality and discuss voter education in primary schools as a means of educating children to live proac-

tively.
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