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The Perspective of European States in UN Peacekeeping Operations with the Special
Reference with their Participation in MINUSMA in Mali
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Abstract

The special forces, the helicopter units, the unmanned aerial vehicles, the intelligence teams, and other high-skilled
units from the European troops are deployed in the United Nations Multidimentional Integrated Stabilization in Mali
(MINUSMA). This is significant due to the fact that European states tend to keep distance from UN peacekeeping op-
erations in the post-Cold-War period. Meanwhile, this shift by the Europeans is considered to be necessary due to the
domestic affairs of European states and the emerging influence of international terrorists in Africa. It is also significant
for European states to support the UN which contributes to international peace and security as a sole neutral organiza-
tion. Meanwhile, the path to peace in Mali is still a difficult one, and European peacekeepers are also faced with hostil-
ity by local citizens. Therefore, it would be difficult to conclude that the high-skilled capabilities of European troops in
MINUSMA highly contribute to creating peace in Mali. However, such high military capabilities of Europeans would
be indispensable for UN peacekeeping operations unless the current fragile situation of international peace and security
improves. Thus, the whole standard of UN peacekeeping operations should be raised in order for Europeans’ special ca-

pabilities to play a more significant role.
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ACUNS: Academic Council on the United Nations System
AFISMA: African-led International Support Mission to Mali
ASIFU: All Sources Information Fusion Unit
AU: African Union
ECOWAS: Economic Community of West African States
EU: European Union
JMAC: Joint Mission Analysis Centre
JOC: Joint Operations Centre
IS: Islamic State
ISAF: International Security Assistance Force
MINUSMA: United Nations Multidimentional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali
MNLA: Azawad National Liberation Movement
NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NGO: Non-Governmental Organizations
OCHA: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
PKO: Peacekeeping Operations
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