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The Disaster Response and Mitigation of Community Radio Broadcasting after the
Kumamoto Earthquake 2016 : The Phase of an Acoustic Community in Case of School
Songs in Disaster Broadcasting
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At a main shock of Kumamoto earthquake in April, 2016, “Kumamoto City FM" stopped
broadcasting. However, a broadcast could be resumed 40 minutes later by staff's effort. After that
for 17 days, the station continued the live broadcasts without stops for 24 hours. Tendencies of
the broadcast contents changed with the time elapsed. Immediately after, necessary news was the
information to protect the life, in the next, the living information to survive, and the third phase
is the information and service to live positively, In particular, many sufferers from disaster were

heartened by the request broadcast of school songs, and Kumamoto City FM got many public



responses and empathy.

The purpose of this research is look back to earthquake disaster response of Kumamoto City
FM, make it cler, review the role of the area sound media at the time of disaster, and consider
about a request broadcast of school songs and the response, from the angle of the soundscape

using a concept as “Diachronic Acoustic Community” and “Soundmark as the Memory".
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