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A study on tendency and background of school song instruction in
elementary school: The role of school songs focusing on the cross point of music

education and local community
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Abstract

In Japan, there are about 20,000 public elementary schools, and each school has its
own school song. School songs, which all pupils of a school sing, could play an important
role as a basis of music instruction. However, unlike teachers specializing in music in-
struction, many homeroom teachers have difficulty in teaching them. Therefore, to explore
the ideal forms of music instruction that is easy to conduct even for homeroom teachers,
and nurture pupils’ attachment to their schools, a survey was conducted on school songs
from about 170 public elementary schools. For creating a school atmosphere surrounded

by music, this paper discusses the potential roles of school songs, and introduces some ef-
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fective ways of instruction, such as singing in a song in pairs by whole school pupils.
From these, this paper ends by suggesting how school songs should be taught in music

classes to cultivate sensitivity toward music and sentiments of pupils.

Keywords: school song, singing, teachers specializing in music instruction, homeroom

teachers, pupils’ sentiments
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