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Abstract

In the teacher education curriculum of Kyoei University, Kyoikugaku-kisoenshu
(Foundation Course for Academic learning of Education) is offered in the first semester for
the second-year students. The aims of this course are to build abilities for critical thinking
and develop collaborative problem-solving skills through debates on the education policies
currently discussed in the society. This current study analyzes the class records and student
questionnaires, then discusses the educational effects on students’ attitudes. As the results
show, at least 20% of the students improved their critical thinking abilities; on the other

hand, they did not show any significant growth in capacities of adaptation.
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