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An Economic Study on Traceability Systems for Apples:
Case Study of Three Traceability Systems for Apples in Aomori Prefecture
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Abstract

Traceability has drawn increasing attention, amid rising concerns about food safety
and declining consumer confidence, within the research community focusing on the distri-
bution networks for agricultural products. We examine traceability systems and their eco-
nomic efficiency for fruits and vegetables, based on a case study of apples from Aomori
Prefecture.

According to the survey of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, in-
creasingly farmers have come to keep records of the information on production history.

However, there are many difficulties in making traceability systems, such as the high cost



of investment in computer equipments, high cost of efficient staft, and so on.

Three successful cases of traceability systems for apples in Aomori Prefecture show
that the systems led to improved economic efficiency by minimizing costs including in-
vestment in equipment and human resources, and by maximizing benefit from distin-
guished products due to their greater attention to food safety and consumer confidence. In
two cases, special subsidies for traceability systems reduced costs of investment in equip-
ment. Without a great deal of economic efforts, these traceability systems would not be

successful.
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