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Consideration on the Design Style of “Gegyo” made by
the Yokota Family, the Master Builders of Kumo School
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SYNOPSIS

Consideration on the Design Style of “Gegyo” made by the Yokota Family,
the Master Builders of Kumo School

Dr.SHIRAI Hiroyasu

The paper offers an analysis of and a consideration on the design style on the architectural

documents and works by the master builders of the Kumo School, chaired by the Yokota Family

during the period from late Edo to early Meiji.
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As a result of our reseach about the design style of “Gegyo”, we can point out the following
findinngs:
1. To classify the design style of “Gegyo”, it must be thought of dividing into the position which
“Gegyo” is installed in, the form of it and the motif of the design.
2. The various design of “Gegyo” which is the simple substance type expressed already at “Daisho
Hinagata” which is an architectural document, and the design which is new little after that
appears. In particular, as for novelty of the design of “Zakko Hinagata” which is an architectural
document, it excels.
3. In “Gegyo” at the top of chinese gable, the design of an animal system, a plant system and a
nature system which are asymmetry form became main stream after “Choko Hinagata” which 1s
an architectural document.
4. The design of “Hire” like the fin fullies express approximately at “Daisho Hinagata™ and after
that, the novel one didn’t come out. After “Tosei lroha Eyoushu” which is an architectural
document, “Uzu-Wakaba” as the design of “Hire” is taken notice as the new design.
5. As for the design of “Gegyo” at the top of the gable made by Yokota, “Kabura-Gegyo” with
“Inome” was used for continually before the belfty of Manpukuji Temple (1861).
6. As for the design of “Hire” made by Yokota, the design of the plant system was main stream
to the main building of Sugafune Shrine (1817), and after it, the design of “Unsui (cloud and
water)”, “Uzu-Wakaba (whirlpool designed by young leaf)” and so on appeared.
7. As for the design of “Hire” made by Yokota that has not distinction between “Gegyo” and
“Hire”, it was the first coming-out in the main building of Komagata Shrine (1882) and “Gegyo”
at the top of the gable in Meij1 period were the integrated type.
8. As for the design of “Gegyo” at the top of the chinese gable made by Yotota, “Gegyo” of the
chinese phoenix and cloud at the main hall of Ryuonin Temple was the first coming-out and in
Meiji period, it became the various and luxurious design such as the chinese phoenix, the cloud and
water, the cloud and dragon.
9. If excluding “Gegyo” at the top of the chinese gable of the main hall of Ryuonin Temple, when
comparing “Gegyo” made by Yokota and “Gegyo” at the kiwari book in the modern time, it finds
that Yokota’s design was delayed about 30 years and that it was pursuing the popularity of the
kiwari book.
10. By comparing 41 pieces of the design of “Gegyo” at the architectural documents written by
Yokota, with “Gegyo”in Yokota's architectural works, the name of 6 pieces were proved by the
building name which was written down in the figure. The design of 15 pieces resemble the real
“Gegyo” closely and another 14 peices were similar to the real one. It was estimated that 2 pieces

were used for which building. It was unclear that 4 pieces were used for which building.



