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The Consumer Consciousness on Domestic and U.S. Apples after the Negotiation of

the Lifting of their Ban: with regards to the safety issues
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Abstract

This research was conducted using questionnaire for consumers concerning the safety
of domestic and U.S. apples after the negotiation of the lifting of the ban on imported ap-
ples. This was followed with a two step cluster and logistic regression analysis, and evalu-
ated the consumer consciousness of the safety of the apples. As a result, the following was
clarified:

Even the group which took a relatively generous attitude towards the import of Amer-
ican apples does always not express its absolute confidence in the apples. Therefore, the

introduction of Traceability System was also expected. Meanwhile, domestic apples got a



high degree of confidence on their safety, the indication and information on their organic
products and the purchasing will by consumers. However, the group preferring domestic
apples accounts for only 50% in their market, especially supported by women, aged peo-
ple, and high income groups. Therefore, more effort should be made in the aspects other
than safety if one expects domestic apples to get broader popularity and support in their

market.
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