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Consideration on the Design Style of “Kibana” Created
by theYokota Family, or the Master Builders of the Kumo School
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SYNOPSIS

Consideration on the Design Style of “Kibana” Created by theYokota Family,
or the Masterbuilders of the Kumo School

Dr.SHIRAI Hiroyasu

This paper offers an analysis of and a consideration on the design style on the architectural
documents and works by the master builders of the Kumo School, chaired by the Yokota Family
during the period from the late Edo to the early Meiji era.

As the result of our research on the design style of “Kibana”, we can point out the following
findings :
1) We can classify the design styles of “Kibana” into three types, namely the parts (Kashiranuki,
Koryo, Hijiki, Udeki and Hafujiri), the carvings (flat and round) and the forms (animal, plant
and other nature), all of which are shown in the carpenter’s textbook at that time.
2) We found that in these documents of Kibana design there are Zou (elephant-like), and Baku
(tapir-like) styles, appearing from early 18 Cto 19C. By nature these were carved roundly, but
as time went on, these styles had been carved in details, for instance, the nature-style changing from
“Uzu-bana” to “Uzuwakaba-bana” and to “Tsuruwakaba-bana”. It is very interesting that
eventually in the late Edo era, the design had been mixed between “Kibana” and the animal form.

3) We can also classify into three periods the “Kibana” designed by the Yokota Family :

the first period - “Uzuwakaba” using round carvings of “Shishi-bana” and “Zou-bana”
at each ; the second -+ “Tsuruwakaba-bana” and a mixture of “Shishi-bana” and “Zou-bana” ;
and the third -+ mainly “Tsuruwakaba-bana”, and partly “Sukasi-nami-bana” and “Sukashi-

tsuruwakaba-bana”.

4) We conclude that, by comparing with the design style of “Kibana” in his documents, we can
make clear when a certain design of his works is created.

5) It is absolutely possible to say that Mr.Yokota as a masterbuilder created the design style of

“Kumo School” by learning from the textbook of the carpenters’ documents in the Edo era.
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