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Consideration on the Design Style of Beams made
by the Yokota Family, or the Master Builders of the Kumo School
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SYNOPSIS

Consideration on the Design Style of Beams made
by the Yokota Family, or the Master Builders of the Kumo school
Dr.SHIRAI Hiroyasu

This paper offers an analysis of and a consideration on the design style on the architectural
documents and works by the master builders of the Kumo School, chaired by the Yokota Family
during the period from late the Edo era to early Meiji.

As a result of our research, we can point out the following findings:
1. We can classify the design styles of beams as three types, “Uzu-hanare-Wakaba (a whirlpool
separated from a young leaf)”, “Uzu-tsuki-Wakaba (a whirlpool attached to a young leaf)” and
“Uzu-tsuki-Tsuru-Wakaba (a young leaf imitating vines)”, which are shown on the text of carpen
ters’ documents during the Edo period.
2. We can find the clearly different three periods of the design styles of beams made by the Master
Yokota Family. The first period is the time of “Uzu-hanare-Wakaba”, the second “Uzu-tsuki-
Wakaba and Uzu-tsuki-Tsuru-Wakaba”, and the third “Tanjun-Uzu-Wakaba and Fukuzatsu-
Karakusa (a complex arabesque pattern)”. »
3. Outlining the changes of design styles of beams by the Yokota, it is found that they changed
from Uzu-hanare-Wakaba to Uzu-tsuki-Wakaba, that Uzu-tsuki-wakaba became complicated
gradually, and that the mixture of the design styles of the flowing water, the waves, the clouds and
the leaves of chrysanthemums emerged.
4. It is also found that the time of these new designs emerging is consistent with that when younger
generation of the Yokota had been trained and grown up as a carpenter.
9. We can make sense that, during the turns of new and old carpenters, as their own design the
Yokota family seemed to adopt the design which had dominated in urban area such as the city of
Edo.



