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SYNOPSIS

Consideration on the Architectural Works by Master Builders, the Yokotas

Dr. SHIRAIT hiroyasu
GONOI koji

This paper provides our analysis and consideration on architectural works done by master
builders, namely the Yokota family in the era from the late Edo to early Meiji. We have focused
especially the Main Hall of Shogennji Temple, constructed by them, depending on some archi-
tectural documents. As a result that we analysed these documents, we can point out some findings
as follows:

Firstly, it seems to be possible to divide the documents concerned with the construction of the
Shogenji Main Hall into two categories, “tatemae” and “zosaku”.

Secondly, on the process of its design, contract and construct, the master builders, orthe Yokota
family had recorded some papers needed to do that. In its design, they did “Kiwari-cho”, or a
sort of recorded document that included a size and number of the materials of this building. Facing
a contract as well, they recorded a contract paper. As for its construction, they also recorded
“Dezura-cho” or a sort of document including the number of working days and “Nyuyo.” Kayoi-

cho” memorizing the receipts of money, or rice, miso and soy sause as money’s substitute.
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