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Real intention, actual expression, and relevance between causal attribution and
self-presentation on athletes
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Abstracts

This paper deals with self-presentation by the athletes on the level of competitive
sports from the viewpoints of social psychology. This paper examines the relevance
between causal attribution and self-presentation on the assumption that the latter is caused
by the former.

Our research identified the incompatibility between real intention by causal attribution
and actual expression when athletes had unsatisfactory performance.

This paper also examined the relevance between casual attribution scores and the self-
handicapping (SH) scores, and between causal attribution scores and causal presentation



scores, after conducting factor analysis. The result could not identify the relevance
between capability and talent, which is the sub-scale of causal attribution, and the SH
scores. Instead, our research indicated that the SH scores have been rather influenced by
the personal and material circumstances and psychological and physical conditions of the
athletes.

This paper also demonstrated that the athletes on the international level tend to have
low scores on causal attribution on their capability and talent, compared with those on the
national and local levels. The higher scores the athletes on the local level get for causal
attribution, the higher scores they get for causal presentation, and the lower scores they get
for SH.
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