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The Relation between Development of Tourism and Agricultural Bases

in the Hill Regions, Biei Town, in Hokkaido
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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to analyze the relation between agriculture which
creates agricultural landscapes as tourist attractions and the tourist industry in the
hill regions of Biei town in Hokkaido. The analysis is made by clarifying the
process of development of tourism focused on agricultural landscapes and also the
present conditions of the tourist industry.

Biei town has attracted more and more tourists since the introduction of its
agricultural landscapes in the hill regions by photographers and commercial film
makers in the 1970s.

Since the 1990s, a tourist industry focused on agricultural landscapes,
especially the accommaodations industry, has developed with an influx of residents
from outside of Biei town. These residents have devoted themselves to the



accommodations industry. While large-scale farmhouses have little connection
with the tourist industry because of their labor distribution and swamped labor
season, medium and small-sized ones have taken part in the tourist-related
industry such as restaurant management and direct sales of farm produce to
tourists.
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Fig. 2.1 Location of Biei town and distribution of tourist related industry
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Fig. 2. 2 Change in number of tourist and tourist related industry
managed by residents from outside of Biei town
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Fig. 2.3 Change in planted area by farm products in Hokuei district
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Table 2. 1 Chronological table of tourism focused on agricultural landscapes in hill regions in Bieli
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Table 2. 2 Agricultural management of farm households in Hokuei district
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