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The Research on the Architectural Documents written by Yokota Family Part 1

by Dr. hiroyasu SHIRAI

This paper is to make evident the significance of the documents in the architetural history,

which record the activities of the master builder, the Yokota family, especially its origin and

history, the buildings and designs they concerned with.

To conclude, we will sum np that thier activities were not special but usual in the Japanese

coutryside in the period from the late Edo era to the beginning Meiji era, reflecting the situation

of the architecture at that time, even though it is often considered as a rare case for the Yokota

family to keep the same profession, or an architect, for even six generations for 186 years.

We have to say that in this context the Master Builder of the Kumo School, Mr. Mokuzaemon
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Yokota should be a typical countryside architect in the Edo era.



