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A History of Farmhouses in the Kanto Area
— Considering the Formation Process of the “Yotsuma-Type” —
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A Histoy of Farmhouses in the Kanto Area
.- Consldering the Formation Process of “Yotsuma-Type”:--
Hiroyasu shirai
SUMMARY

This paper aims at making clear the formation process of 'Yotsuma-type’ (it orginally means
a house with four rooms) which was a sort of the room arrangement of normal farmhouses
in the Kanto Area during the last period of Edo era. As a result of our research, we could
point out several findings as below. Firstry, an older Yotsuma-type which could be seen among
the higher class of the farmers in early Edo era was a former type of well-developed Yotsuma-
type. Secondly, as society had progressed, an older Yotsuma-type changed gradually to a well-
developed one., becoming the room arrangement of farmhouses in the middle class. At that
time, to make the guests welcome was one of the social values keeping harmony in the neigh-
borhood. Then, the normal farmers would like to provide Yotsuma-type houses with a space
for guests. Finally, according as the room arrangement of farmhouses in the higher class
moved to 'Mutsuma-type’ (a house with six rooms) 1in the late Edo era, even the normal
farmers could have Yotsuma-type houses more easily than previous. It is reason why Yotsuma-

type had become quite popular among the farmers in those days.
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