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Abstract

China has a very long borderline and many neighboring countries. The open-border-
line policy which China is pursuing since 1992, seems to target not only the economic de-
velopment of inland states and self-governing districts through empowerment of tradition-
al border trade, but also the overall economic exchanges with neighboring countries.

Additionally, it aims to build the base for China’s long-term resource strategy and eco-
nomic integration with enlarged Asia.

China, which prefers to have the better economic relationship with neighboring coun-
tries as unavoidable partners, hesitates for the time being to progress toward the East Asian

Community that includes beyond-the-sea nations such as Korea and Japan.

Keyword: Border trade, Tumen River Project, East Asian Community
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