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Abstract

This paper deals with the rapid reaction capabilities of the international community to
peacekeeping forces, which is one of the most significant issues in enhancing the entire
function of peacekeeping. In the 1990s, the international community could not prevent the
tragedies of Rwanda and Bosnia due to this issue. Has the international community and the
UN seriously tackled this issue since then? This paper discusses the case of East Timor in
August 1999, which enables the writer to argue the legitimacy of the international commu-
nity in its response to the deployment of peacekeeping forces after the carnage by anti-in-

dependence militias.
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