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Peacekeeping in East Timor:
from the field research in 2000, 2002, and 2003
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Abstracts

This paper considers several issues arising from UNTAET and UNMISET. It is
based on the writer’ s field research in 2000, 2002 and 2003. The current areas of concern
for UNTAET and UNMISET include management of the border-crossing with West Timor
to protect from potential militia crossing over into East Timor, refugee-repatriation, the
immaturity of the judicial system, the limitations of capacity-building measures and struc-
tural problems within UNTAET and UNMISET. This paper concludes that while UN-
TAET and UNMISET are a new type of peacekeeping operations for the purposes of na-
tion-building, it should still value traditional theories of peacekeeping and lessons learned

from previous operations.

Keywords: UNTAET, UNMISET, peacekeeping operations, nation-building, capacity-
building.
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