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Young Children's Reactions to Having Cabbage-kun, by Shinta Cho, Read to Them :
The Appeal of Nonsense Picture Books for Young Children
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Abstract

Picture books that adults perceive as favorable and picture books that young children find interesting do not always
coincide. In order to examine what is attractive about the nonsense picture book Cabbage-kun, a video analysis study,
and a questionnaire survey were conducted of scenes in the book being read to children at home. Parents in the video
study, read the story and filmed the children's reactions, while the questionnaire survey read the book and reported their
impressions and children’s reactions via Google Forms. The results showed that children’s spontaneous comments and
laughter/smiles were more common in 'unexpected situations', i.e., 'impossible situations or states'. On the other hand,
some parents found nonsense picture books funny, while others did not. In Japanese kindergartens, most picture books
purchased are chosen by teachers. If young children could choose picture books that they themselves enjoy,

kindergartens would become richer picture book environments.
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