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Educational Effects of Debate on Teacher Education :

Focusing on the Thinking Ability and Collaborative Social Skills
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Abstract

In the teacher education curriculum of Kyoei University, Kyoikugaku-kisoenshu
(Foundation Course for Academic learning of Education) is offered in the first semester to
the second year students. The aims of this course are to build abilities for critical thinking
and develop collaborative problem solving skills through debates on education policies.
This study analyzes the class records and student questionnaires to discuss the educational
effects and challenges. As the results show, critical thinking abilities were improved; on
the other hand, collaborative problem solving skills did not show any significant increase.
However, those teams that did better at the debate were also those that were better at pre-
paring as a group. This suggests that teachers need to explicitly teach the target skills, in

this case teamwork.

Keywords: debate, teacher education, active learning, collaborative learning, critical

thinking
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