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Peacekeeping and its history of challenges
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Abstract

This paper will deal with the historical analysis of the issues of UN peacekeeping
operations. Peacekeeping operations, which are based on the three principles such as
“consent”, “impartiality” and “minimum force”, were authoritative but non-coercive, sup-
plementary, and secondary missions during the Cold War era. This article concludes that
most of the criticism of cold-war peacekeeping stemmed from an overestimation of the
operational effectiveness and an underestimation of their functional limitations. Extremely
unstable situations on the international stage after the Cold War, inevitably generated peace
enforcement and multi-functional peacekeeping. The fiascoes in the new type of operations
in Somalia, Rwanda and Bosnia encouraged these reforms. However, this paper claims
that the important thing should not be “whether” but “how” on this issue. Meanwhile, a
lack of UN capabilities such as that of rapid reaction can also be solved by the new
partnership between the UN and regional organizations such as the NATO and the EU.
The post-September 11 situation will require more wide-ranging combinations of conflict
resolution including peacekeeping operations. Yet, the international community continues
to discover the importance of peace operations as the key to long-term success after the wars
on terrorism stop.
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HEER—E (List of acronyms)

CIS: Commonwealth of Independent States

DPKO: Department of Peacekeeping Operations

ECOWAS: Economic Community of Western African States

ERRF: European Rapid Reaction Force

EU: European Union

IFOR: Implementation Force (Dec. 1995-Dec. 1996)

ISAF: International Securities Assistance Forces (Dec. 2001-present)

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

OAS: Organisation of American States

ONUC: United Nations Operation in the Congo (July 1960-June 1964)

ONUSAL: United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador (July 1991-April 1995)
OSCE: Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe

PKO: Peacekeeping Operations

SFOR: Stabilisation Force (Dec. 1996-present)

UNAVEMIII: United Nations Angola Verification Mission (Feb. 1995-June 1997)
UNEFTI: United Nations Emergency Force (Nov. 1956-June 1967)
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UNEFII: United Nations Emergency Force (Oct. 1973-July 1979)

UNFICYP: United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (March 1964-present)

UNIFIL: United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (March 1978-present)

UNIPOM: United Nations India-Pakistan Observation Mission (Sept. 1965-March
1966)

UNITAF: United Task Force (Dec. 1992-March 1993)

UNMIH: United Nations Mission in Haiti (Sept. 1993-June 1996)

UNMISET: United Nations Mission of Support in East Timor (May 2002-present)

UNMOGIP: United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (Jan. 1949-
present)

UNMOT: United Nations Mission of Observers in Tajikistan (Dec. 1994-May 2000)

UNOGIL: United Nations Observer Group in Lebanon (June-Dec. 1958)

UNOMIG: United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (August 1993-present)

UNOMIL: United Nations Mission in Liberia (Sept. 2003-present)

UNOSOMII: United Nations Operation in Somalia (March 1993-March 1995)

UNPROFOR: United Nations Protection Force (March 1992-Dec. 1995)

UNTAET: United Nations Administration in East Timor (October 1999-May 2002)

UNTAG: United Nations Transition Assistance Group in Namibia (April 1989-May

1991)
UNTSO: United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation (June 1948-present)
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