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The Possibility of Participatory State-building in Timor-Leste
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Abstract

This paper dealt with participatory state-building, which maximises the capacity of lo-
cal people and their direct participation in the state-building process. In order to enhance
the understanding of the concept of participatory state-building, this paper first introduced
its six keywords: local ownership and a bottom-up approach; decentralization in state-

building; anti-liberal state-building; anti-western democratization; state-building and cul-



ture; and the possibility of hybrid state-building.

This paper then focused on Timor-Leste as the case study. This paper then discussed
about the potential positive and negative factors of participatory state-building in Timor-
Leste. The positive factors included the social aspect, the economic aspect, accessibility,
and familiarity and knowledge. The negative factors included a lack of resources, the issue
of legitimacy, and the issue of impartiality. Furthermore, this paper applied the six key-
words of participatory state-building to a conflict resolution of gender-based violence and
the following justice process in Timor-Leste. An analysis of the application indicated that

participatory state-building should be further promoted in Timor-Leste.

Keywords: Timor-Leste, participatory state-building, the United Nations, ownership, hy-
brid state-building
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Dili

Lauten

Bobonaro

Manatuto

Total

No

0%

28%

11%

53%

27%

Know vaguely

38%

50%

44%

20%

42%

Know well

62%

22%

44%

27%

41%

Sources: Simon Robinson “Challenging the Therapeutic Ethic: A Victim-Centred Evaluation of Transitional Jus-
tice Process in Timor-Leste” , The International Journal of Transitional Justice, Vol. 6, 2012, p. 98
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