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A Quantitative Analysis of Apple Growers’ Anxiety Factors of Production

— A Face-to-Face Survey of Apple Growers in Aomori Prefecture —
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Abstract

This study considers apple growers’ anxiety factors of production in Aomori Prefec-
ture and statistically analyzes them. As a result, we find that those who care about a de-
cline in apple prices tend to be females, have no successors, and have experienced poor
flowering on apple trees and coloring problems. Those who find difficulty in working due
to aging of population also have no successors and are aged growers. Growers who fear a
resumption of apple import from New Zealand and yield reduction due to global warming
tend to be females, and in particular those who fear yield reduction are actually facing
mite pest problems caused by climate change. In the meantime, growers who worry about
damage caused by harmful rumors about radioactive contamination have a long experience
in growing apples. Growers with these anxiety factors participated in a “Visiting Day” and
got information on apple production.

For the future, it will be necessary to develop new apple varieties that can cope with
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climate change, to familiarize producers with the method for growing apple without taking
leaves which is relatively easy for aged growers because of reducing working hours, and
to encourage large-scale corporate farming utilizing unused land caused by aged producers

who give up farming.
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