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Narrative of newly-employed early childhood care and education teachers on their

lives in the classrooms with children connected to other cultures
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Abstract

This study explores the current trends and challenges for ECEC teachers through nar-
rative stories told by four young teachers working in Aich and Mie prefectures where
many of their students’ families are non-Japanese or mixed race. These teachers were
asked to tell their stories about how they met; responded to; felt by being challenged; or
interacted with their students and their non-Japanese/mixed race families. Their narrative
stories illustrate that the teachers had more difficulty interacting with the parents rather
than the children. In addition, they also had problems which they attributed to the children
of non-Japanese/mixed-race families, which were actually related to being novice teach-
ers. One teacher’s narrative shows that with systematic on-going support she had several
opportunities to discuss issues related to her students with other professionals knowledge-
able in understanding other cultures. From the analysis of the narratives, the author finally
suggests desired changes in teacher education programs and professional development

training for new teachers.
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