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“ManMou” as A Trade Name & My Family’s Understanding of Manchuria
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Abstract

I was born and brought up at an old fish store called “ManMou". The store has a his-
tory of 76 years. ManMou means Manchuria (Northeast China) and Mongolia, which the
Japanese government coined and became generally used after the Russo-Japanese War.
Recently, my family found in their home old magazines published in the early thirties.
Most of the magazine photos depict the Japanese army invading Manchuria. Because of
these magazines, I began to learn why my grandfather gave his store such a curious trade
name, and to understand his and my father’ s feelings about Manchuria. Aside from “Man-
Mou’, even today, there are some stores related to Manchuria in Japan. The owners, in-
cluding my grandfather and father, told me that the name “ManMou" conjures up images
of prosperity, hope, or a yearning for the good old days of Manchuria. Such simple and
complacent images are quite different from the truth of Man « Chu « Kuo, the so-called
Japanese puppet state that represented Manchuria. These images of Manchuria can give us

a clue to begin to understand the historical gap between Japan and China, especially per-



taining to issues such as the Senkaku Islands.
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