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Aspects and Progress of Major Wooden Furniture Manufacturers’ Furniture
Materials and their Relations to Furniture
Designs and Furniture Functions in Postwar Japan:
Progress and Aspects of Wood, Finish and Upholstery and their Relations to

Furniture Designs and Furniture Functions

oA o= om
Ryuji ARAI

1B=

i HARDFEARBREA = —DREDREMICONTIE, EREAXAINVDOAY Y
FIVEIMER U CWeREAM - BEM - FFRMZEH LU TEIELE S Lo REX
B AN B EEMBROZANR SNz, —J, HEMICDW TR, mAEDm E,
PREEDIBRDTZDIC, BIEAEHR N - FABIERRE FHIDHFRE N D Wik - i
FEME - OB TCBOTRZIE S R 7 L2 UIERENCIE LTz 0 . BHERMO# 72 7%
HAB DI K > THREZREED DZHILT 57 v > g UREDFEINIZD Lz, Uh
b, BEMEEIXA T+ —< AU RER LTIz, A—AMEZEME LDDEE
L Eic K> THOBEOREZIEO HT T = 1 7 OBRERIENFIR SN0 RiEAM X
D B LZMIEAMDBEERAAM & LTHERASNZD S Uiz, TOX I ICH#EEARDARRZEE
(. MEEND RS & REMAME S BE| LG DME S RE| & ORI NS U AD R
A D VLo Tz,

F—TU—FIAM BE RFERD. EEE. o7 A Rt

Abstract

Concerning surface materials of furniture, produced by major wooden furniture manu-
facturers in Postwar Japan, there was an attitude to employ authentic surface woods, fin-
ishing colours and upholstery fabrics that the original style furniture employed. As for
structural materials, bent plywood bases and foam resin bases were developed in order to

pursue durability and comfortableness of chairs and sofas. Polyurethane resin enamels and



varnishes became dominant because they were well water-resistant, wear-resistant and
easy to handle. New sofa seat structures were developed through combination of existing
technology. However, because of a strong demand for mass productivity and cost-perfor-
mance, fake finishing techniques, which could produce various wooden surfaces using the
same wood as the base material, were developed, and inexpensive woods, which would
not have been used as the surface materials, were used for the structural materials. Thus,
the Postwar Japanese wooden furniture was made up of the delicate balance between the

surface and structural materials.
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